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For about 14 years I worked in 
the Family Division of the 
Prosecutor’s Office handling 
abuse and neglect of children 
cases.  Statistically, over 70% of 
those cases were in front of the 
court with substance abuse      
allegations that directly       
impacted children.  In addition, 
our office handles over 1000 
adult criminal cases involving 
substance abuse each year.   

Often, I am one of the persons 
in our office that sits down with 
the parents and family of a 
loved one killed or seriously 
hurt by a drunk driver.   

The Prosecutor’s Office has  
partnered with other agencies, 
including the Court, treatment              
professionals and Law          
Enforcement Agencies to     
develop and support             
alternative programs such as  
Sobriety Court, Drug Treatment 
Court, Mental Health Recovery 
Court and KPEP.   

Although those programs are 
very effective, it is clear that 
we need to start early and 
work in the prevention 
field.   This is why I’ve decided 
to be involved in the Task Force 
and support initiatives that 
focus on  preventing substance 
abuse in our community. 

The Kalamazoo County Substance Abuse Task Force is funded by: 

Our Voice. Our Community. Our Opportunity. 

SAVE THE DATE: 

All Member  
Task Force meeting 

June 12, 2012 
6:00-7:30 

KRESA, East Campus 

STAY IN THE KNOW: 

Check out the “Do Your Part” 

video at www.michigan.gov/

doyourpart                                

Share it with others!!! 

April 1, 2012 kicked off the start to our annual        

underage drinking prevention campaign Parents 
Who Host Lose the Most.  The months of April, 
May, and June are full of the excitement of prom, 
graduation, and the promise of summer vacation.  
This time of year also plays host to one-third of all  
underage alcohol-related traffic fatalities.  

“Parents Who Host” aims to provide parents and 
adults with accurate information about the legal consequences associated with underage 
drinking and of providing alcohol to minors.  According to the Office of the Prosecuting 
Attorney, it is illegal for people under the age of 21 to possess or drink alcoholic beverages.  
It is just as illegal to provide  people less than 21 years of age with alcohol or a place to  
consume alcohol.  If a minor causes a car crash or is harmed in some way, the adult who 
assisted a minor to obtain alcohol or allowed them to drink it can face jail, fines, or be sued 
for the possible damages. 

 

 

This year, we have already seen over a 20% increase in community participation among 
local businesses, youth-serving organizations, schools, law enforcement agencies,         
residents, and more.  It truly takes the entire community to spread this important          
message!  Listen for “Parents Who Host Lose the Most” radio weather sponsorships on 
106.5 FM and 95.5 FM The Touch, and view digital campaign billboards around greater            
Kalamazoo throughout the month of May. 

Contact Tonya Collins at 269.364.2149 or tcollins@prevention-works.org to get involved. 

Kids who believe their parents will be upset if they try drugs or 

alcohol are 43% less likely to do so. 

Kalamazoo Teens Stick It to Adults 
Youth Participate in Project Sticker Shock to Spread Underage 

Drinking Prevention Message 

Kalamazoo  County High School Students have a message 
to the adults in their lives: You Host, You Lose.   
Underage drinking hurts young people, and it’s especially 
harmful when adults and older siblings are the ones     
providing  the alcohol.  48 teen and adult volunteers from 
4 area youth groups came together 
on April 14, 2012 to participate in the 
2012 Project Sticker Shock campaign. 
 

The group went to 26 local alcohol retailers and stores.  By the end of 
the day, 3,625 stickers were placed on alcoholic beverages.  The     
stickers had the “Parents Who Host Lose the Most” message and 
served as a reminder to adults that providing alcohol to anyone under 
the age of 21 is both illegal and unsafe.   
The sticker was designed by a youth participant, voted on by the Task 
Force, and is pictured to the right.  

2012 Participating Groups 

*Hackett Catholic High School :      
National Honors Society 

*Kalamazoo Central High School:  
Family, Career & Community      
Leaders of America (FCCLA) 

*Portage Youth Advisory Committee 

*Prevention Works: Peer POWER 

Pictures - (Top Left): Teen volunteers gear up for Project Sticker  Shock.  (Bottom Left): Sticker Shock rep places this year’s 

sticker on alcoholic beverages at a local vendor.  (Bottom Right): Teen participants promote Project Sticker Shock at 106.5 FM 

radio station, along with Task Force Coordinator, Tonya Collins. 
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